
WEEK AT A GLANCE – March 7 – March 13, 2021 
Sunday  Virtual Service     10:00 a.m. 

  Scripture Readings:   Exodus 20: 1-17 

     John 2: 13-22 

The link to the March 7th service will be on the church 

website. 

Tuesday Worship & Education via Zoom   7:00 p.m. 

  UCW – Shalom meeting via Zoom  7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Coffee Time via Zoom    11:00 a.m. 

  Lenten Gratitude Project-All Ages  6:00 p.m. 

  Faith on the Move – Adult Lenten via Zoom 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday Bible Study via Zoom    noon 

  Choral Workout via Zoom   7:30p.m. 

 

 WEEK AT A GLANCE – March 14 – March 20, 2021 
Sunday  Virtual Service     10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings:  Numbers 21: 4-9 

   John 3: 14-21 

The link to the March 14th service will be on the church 

website. 

Tuesday Council meeting via Zoom   7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Coffee Time via Zoom    11:00 a.m. 

  Lenten Gratitude Project-All Ages  6:00 p.m. 

  Faith on the Move - Adult Lenten via Zoom 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday Bible Study via Zoom    noon 

  Choir via Zoom     7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
Grapevine  

March 7, 2021 
 

DUE TO NEW COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

 

PASTORAL & OFFICE CONTACTS 

CAN BE REACHED BY PHONE OR EMAIL 
 

Laurie Symbaluk (Office Administrator):  780-458-8355  

office@stalbertunited.ca 

Tuesdays – Fridays at home from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Rev. Mervin Gallant Cell:  587- 989-3579 

mervin@stalbertunited.ca 

Tuesdays – Fridays at home from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Rev. Deborah Hoekstra    Cell: 780- 983-2148 

deborah1@stalbertunited.ca 

Tuesday and Thursdays at home from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Sandy Skogstad (Church Treasurer) 
treasurer1@stalbertunited.ca 

 

 

Live stream Sunday Services at:  

https://vimeo.com/event/627219 



Laurie will be checking the outside mailbox and phone messages at 

the end of each day and will return your call the following business 

day. 

You may still contact our office administrator Laurie Symbaluk via 

email:  office@stalbertunited.ca 

You may reach out to Rev. Mervin Gallant at: 

 587-989-3579. 

You may reach out to Rev. Deborah Hoekstra at: 

780-983-2148 

 
PROGRAM OPTIONS FOR LENT 2021 

 

Wednesdays from February 24 to March 31at 6:00 PM 

Lenten Gratitude Project All Ages prayer and Padlet photo 

sharing on Zoom (approx..15 minutes). Links will be 

emailed each week along with the Grapevine. 

Wednesdays from February 24 to March 31at 7:00 PM  

“Faith on the Move” adult Lenten study on Zoom (60-90 

minutes). Links will be sent out to those who sign up by 

emailing Rev Mervin – mervin@stalbertunited.ca  

 

 

 
 

LENTEN GRATITUDE PHOTO CHALLENGE 

 

Lent is a season of reflection and preparation in the 40 days 

prior to Easter. Often during Lent, people choose to make a 

sacrifice, or adopt a discipline, in recognition of Jesus’ 

fasting in the wilderness before He began His public 

ministry. This year, we are inviting members of our 

congregation and community to join us in adopting the 

discipline of GRATITUDE! Each day during Lent, we will take 

an intentional moment to reflect on something specific we 

are grateful for, using a daily prompt. If participants choose 

to (and we hope they will!), they may share their gratitude 

each day by posting a related image and caption on PADLET 

(www.padlet.com), an image sharing website and phone 

app we will use for this challenge. In this way, we will be 

able to both reflect personally, AND build a community of 

grateful hearts. Will you join us in the PADLET Photo 

Challenge? If so, please email the church office 

(office@stalbertunited.ca), so that we can add your name 

to the list! Then, we will share instructions AND a new 

PADLET link with you each morning of Lent! 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Public: Being out and proud! LGBTQIA+ communities are often 

invisible, because of safety, and because of the assumption that 

everyone is cisgendered or heterosexual. When a ministry is Public in 

its welcome, it gives LGBTQIA+ people more space to be out and 

proud. 
 

Intentional: Being LGBTQIA+-welcoming should always be an 

intentional act. An Affirming ministry is deliberate in their process of 

study, education and dialogue with members of their faith community 

(both during the Affirming process and as a piece of their ongoing 

work). They ensure that the history of oppression and discrimination 

by the Church is both understood and acknowledged, and that 

continued growth, education, and celebration are part of its ministry. 
 

Explicit: Name us! There is a power in a name, especially when 

LGBTQIA+ names have for centuries been used as insults, and Two 

Spirit identities have been violently oppressed and suppressed by 

Christianity and colonization. An Affirming ministry needs to be loud 

and proud about whom it welcomes. 

 

Information provided by https://pieday.ca/materials 

 

To celebrate this year’s PIE Day, 

why not make your favourite 

sweet or savoury pie. The 

possibilities are numerous. Be 

creative. Be adventurous. Add 

your own favourites to the list. 

Share a recipe on the Facebook 

page.  
 

Pecan or Apple 

Strawberry or Sour Cherry 

Raisin or Lemon Meringue 

Chicken Pot or Shepherd’s 

Cheese or Tamale 

Tourtiere or Irish Potato 

 

A few recipes will be attached to the grapevine. 
 
 
 

Safeway/Sobey’s Gift Cards 
$50, $100, and $250 Safeway/Sobey's Gift cards in stock for 

prompt delivery or pick-up.  
 are available for purchase thru Ken Hutchinson.  

Email:  kdhutchkenson@gmail.com  

OR CALL 

 (780) 217-6961 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate National Affirming/PIE Day on 

March 14, 2021! 

Why PIE? PIE = Public. Intentional. Explicit.  

These are the standards we hold ourselves and our 

welcome to when we become affirming, welcoming, or 

inclusive communities. March 14 is a chance to 

celebrate the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit 

people in faith communities and beyond across Canada. 



The St. Albert Food Bank 
 
Needs support as they attempt to meet the increased 
requests from clients during the pandemic. 
 
The Outreach Committee is suggesting a project similar to the 
one we did at Christmas. 
 
For the 40 days of Lent, collect a food item each day and give it 
to the Food Bank just before Easter. 
 
Or - collect a loonie or toonie a day and donate the money at 
the end of Lent to St. Albert United Church, with Food Bank 
Project identified. 
 
Or - another option is to send a financial donation directly to the 
Food Bank. 
 
Whatever you choose, please know that your efforts on behalf of 
those in need is much appreciated. 
 
From the Outreach Committee. 

SAUC SUPPORTS OUTLOUD ST. ALBERT 
 
Outloud has been doing our very best to weather the pandemic 
storm but as you can imagine, it has been tough. The beautiful 
space that we moved into last January has hardly been used 
since we cannot have group meetings. The real problem is 
funding. Without groups happening it makes our donations very 
low. It doesn't matter if the space is open or not, the youth still 
need help. What we need is an angel or group of angels to give 
us $30,000 to make our rent and expenses disappear for this 
year. Now that we have charity status you will receive a tax 
receipt for any donation above $25. 
 
Please support Outloud as you are able. 
 

 

 

 

A huge thank you from the Jessica Martel Memorial 

Foundation goes out to those who were able to donate 

items and financial assistance during this time.  We have all 

the clothing that we need to get the ladies thru the rest of 

this winter season! 
 

 

BROADVIEW MAGAZINE UPDATE 

 

As of April/May 2021 issue, Broadview will be changing its 

print frequency from 10 issues to 8 issues per year.  This is a 

cost-saving measure that many magazines have undertaken 

in recent years as the publishing industry adapts to change. 

 

Group subscribers will receive all of the 10 issues remaining 

in their current subscription, and this will extend to our 

group’s renewal date. 

 

The previous group expiry date was April 2021 and the new 

expiry will be the Jul/Aug 2022 issue, when your current 

renewal is processed. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Jocelyn Bell    Sarah Watt 

Editor and Publisher of Broadview Circulation Marketing Manager 


