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Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 24, 2020 

St. Albert United Church 

 

COMMUNITY WELCOME https://youtu.be/Ny-WgOxW0UM 

Tawow,  Bienvenue, Welcome to St. Albert United Church on this seventh 

Sunday of Easter as we gather through the wonder of virtual means. Today 

we take time to recognize the accomplishments of 2020 High School 

Graduates. We celebrate all children and youth, along with their parents, 

caregivers, teachers and volunteers who enrich the life and ministry of this 

congregation. 

 

As we come together, we acknowledge that we do so in the traditional lands 

of Treaty 6 First Nations and a significant trading community of the Métis 

Nation. 

 

We also affirm all are welcome to share fully in our life and work regardless 

of age, race, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, belief, economic 

circumstance, ability or background. St. Albert United Church: a place where 

EVERYONE has room to grow. 

 

If you have a concern regarding someone who is ill, grieving or in need, 

please inform the ministers. 

 

Note that for the songs/hymns there is a link for the words and music. 

Simply copy and paste. 

 

                      We gather, cultivating space for everyone… 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Beloved of God, we are called today from our homes and places of sanctuary.  

We are called at every age, from every corner, to worship together. 

People of God, children, youth, adults and seniors, let us gratefully and 

joyfully worship together, 

worshipping God who made each of us and loves all of us. God be with you. 

https://youtu.be/Ny-WgOxW0UM
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GATHERING PRAYER:  

God of All the Ages, 

we thank you for this day,  

for caring for us beautifully in this time. 

We praise your name for the gift of children and youth 

in our lives and in our community. 

Forgive us for times when we discount their voices. 

Help us share your story with one another  

that we may remember your love written on our hearts. 

Remind us to follow children and youth,  

as they lead us to living the kin-dom way. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 

In the story of Genesis, when God created humankind—they were created in 

God’s image! And indeed, God blessed them so they might grow and flourish 

along with creation.  

As people of God, we are blessed again and again with the love of God,  

and we are welcomed into relationship with Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: VU 644 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUfLZNtAtjA 

 

TIME FOR ALL AGES:  Galatians 5:22 – 23 

The Fruit of the Spirit 
22 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 
23 

gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 

against such things. 

 

“Maybe God Is Like That” by Jennifer Grant 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_eZmU1lMsM 

SONG: “Fruit of the Spirit” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-hrxEjWxkE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUfLZNtAtjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_eZmU1lMsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-hrxEjWxkE
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PARENTS, CAREGIVERS, TEACHERS 

AND LEADERS  

CELEBRATION OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

JESUS PRAYER: Written by M Furlong/nwi 

God, who cares for us, 

The wonder of whose presence fills us with awe. 

Let kindness, justice and love shine in our world. 

Let your secrets be known here as they are in heaven. 

Give us the food and the hope we need for today. 

Forgive us our wrongdoing 

as we forgive the wrongs done to us. 

Protect us from pride and from despair 

and from the fear and hate which can swallow us up. 

In you is truth, meaning, glory and power, 

while worlds come and go. 

Amen.   

 

We listen, attentive to the voice of Jesus 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: https://youtu.be/RigkUQ_Vd3Y 

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright © 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Jesus' promises affirm that his ascension is not the end of a story; rather, his 

departure initiates the next chapter in the story of God's salvation. , the verses 

preceding the ascension turn our attention toward what God will yet do, even 

as they claim that Jesus' followers will play a part in God's plans. And the 

plans are ambitious. The first great act of the apostles occurs when they hike 

back to Jerusalem and wait. The waiting has an active quality to it, going 

beyond merely sitting around and contemplating the past and future. The 

waiting period conditions them to be attentive to God, so that they might 

respond when the time is right. 

https://youtu.be/RigkUQ_Vd3Y
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A Reading from the Book of Acts:  

Acts 1:6-14  

The Ascension of Jesus 
6 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 
He replied, “It is not for you 

to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. 
8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 
When he had said this, as they were watching, 

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 

While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them. 
11 

They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

12 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 

near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 
13 

When they had entered the 

city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, 

and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 

of
[a]

 James. 
14 

All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as 

his brothers. 

One: Herein we seek wisdom. All: Thanks be to God.   

 

Jesus’ disciples don’t know how to continue Jesus’ mission in the face of his 

death and departure. John’s readers are dealing with the very real challenge 

of trying to live out a mission of love for the world, while feeling the loss of 

their leader. The hope comes in at the second half of today’s final verse:       

“I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world” (John 17:11).  

We become the incarnate love of God. In our connection to God, we extend 

God’s mission. Remember that it is in living out God’s love for the world that 

we have the oneness with God that echoes throughout Jesus’ final prayer. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+1%3A6-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26926a
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A Reading from the Gospels:  

Luke 24:44-53  
44 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 
46 

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah
[a]

 is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 

and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses
[b]

 of these 

things. 
49 

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay 

here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 
51 

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried 

up into heaven.
[c]

 
52 

And they worshiped him, and
[d]

 returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy; 
53 

and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

One: Herein we seek wisdom.  All: Thanks be to God.  

SILENT REFLECTION:  

We take a few moments to reflect on all we have heard. 

 

HYMN: MV 150 “Spirit of God, Be Our Breath” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekOAwkeuND0 

 

MESSAGE: “The Breath of God Is in All of Us” - Rev. Deborah Hoekstra 
https://youtu.be/q2gWDb4NFrQ 

ANTHEM: MV 136 “How Can I Keep from Singing” 

Sung by New York City Virtual Choir and Orchestra 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLPP3XmYxXg 

 

 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26028a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26030b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26033c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26034d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekOAwkeuND0
https://youtu.be/q2gWDb4NFrQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLPP3XmYxXg
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Gracious God, we thank you for the gifts of this day, 

for the time to gather with all ages, as part of the Body of Christ in the 

world. 

Most of all, we thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus, 

as he came to be guest and host at our tables. 

 

We pray for the faithful all over the world,  

that all who love you may be united in your service. 

We pray for the church, for our witness and action together in and 

around Canada and with our global partners. 

May we support partners working with children and youth 

May we continue to love and serve as Jesus taught,  

calling those on the margins to gather together for God’s blessing. 

O God, know our hearts. And love us, we pray.  

 

We pray for the peoples and leaders of the nations,  

that they may be reconciled one to another  

in pursuit of your justice and peace. 

We pray that our leaders— national, provincial, and local— 

might serve with humility and grace, remembering the needs around 

them of all peoples and all ages. 

 

We pray for all who suffer from prejudice, greed, or violence,  

that the heart of your humanity may warm with your tenderness.  

We pray especially for all prisoners of politics or religion,  

and for all refugees. 

We pray for children and youth of the world who face emotional, sexual, 

or physical violence. 

Help us challenge behaviours and attitudes that cause harm,  

and help us become advocates for a world that values children and 

youth. 

 

 

 

We pray for the land, the sea, and the sky,  
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that we may live with respect in creation 

and use your gifts with reverence. 

We pray that the generations beyond us  

will love and respect your blessings of creation. 

O God, know our hearts. And love us, we pray.  

 

We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness,  

loneliness, fear, or loss, that those whose names are in our hearts,  

in the hearts of others, or known to you alone  

may receive strength and courage. 

 

And in the silence of our hearts, we name those dear to us  

and those we meet yet do not know…. 

O God, know our hearts. And love us. we pray. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF GIFTS 

It is very important that we remember to continue to share our gifts of time, 

connection, prayer, talent and resources with God’s people. Please, consider 

continuing to support agencies and associations which have relied on your 

financial support prior to these changing world circumstances. We recognize 

that during these difficult times, personal finances may be severely 

diminished. However, please consider contributing financially as you are able 

to support St. Albert United Church’s ministry. Expenses continue even with 

the suspension of services and operations. 

Please check the church website for ways in which you can support 

ministry with time, talents and resources. 

(www.stalbertunited.ca) 

 

SHARING OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN GOD’S WORK 

Reach out in a variety of ways to your family, friends, and fellow 

congregation members—connect with and support each other. 

Please check the church website for updates and information. 

(www.stalbertunited.ca) 

 

HYMN: MV 221 “I Am Walking a Path of Peace” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP_V7iUgd-8 
 

SENDING FORTH: 

Let us go into the world daring to let children lead,  

partnering with friends and neighbours,  

as we seek God’s justice and peace. 

 

SUNG BLESSING: 

May God, who loves us from our borning cry, go with us. 

May Jesus, who welcomes us into relationship, stay with us. 

And may the Spirit’s persistent call for peace be with us. 

This day. This week. And always. Amen 
 

MUSICAL POSTLUDE 

 

 

Call to Worship, Gathering Prayer, Words of Assurance, Pastoral Prayer, Sending Forth and Blessing 

Prepared by Rev. Miriam Spies, Minister of Young Families and Young Adults  

at St. Paul’s United Church in Dundas, Ontario Copyright 2017 The United Church of Canada/L’Eglise Unie 

du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attributions non-Commercial share Alike Licence. To view a 

copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca. Adapted for use with St. 

Albert United Church 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP_V7iUgd-8
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca

