
REQUESTING ANNUAL REPORT INFORMATION 
All committees that usually complete a portion of the Annual Report, 

please send the information to Laurie Symbaluk  

NO LATER than June 1, 2020. 
You may email her at:  office@stalbertunited.ca 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact her via email. 

 
 

Safeway/Sobey’s Gift Cards 
 are still available for purchase thru Ken Hutchinson.  

He will arrange social distance delivery. 

Email:  kdhutchkenson@gmail.com  

OR CALL 

 (780) 217-6961 

 

 

A Book Request: 
 

A member of our congregation is looking to find a book about 
"different cats in the world".  If anyone has this book, this person 
would love to read it. Please contact Laurie Symbaluk and she will 

contact the appropriate party.  office@stalbertunited.ca 

 

 

 

Grapevine – May 24, 2020 
 

 
 

 

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES 

Office:  780-458-8355 CLOSED 

Rev. Mervin Gallant  Cell:  (587) 989-3579 

Rev. Deborah Hoekstra    Cell: (780) 983-2148 

 

 

Scripture Readings for May 31, 2020 

Acts 2: 1-21 

John 7: 37-39 
 

 

 

Stay Home and Stay Safe!  
 

 

 

 



WEEK AT A GLANCE:  May 25 – May 31, 2020 

 

Tuesday Council meeting via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Broadview Discussion Group via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. 

   Page 52 - How to Grow a Church 

Page 21 - Final Wish 

Page 29 - Our Last Day 

 (Should we finish these topics, I would welcome any additional topics.) 

Thursday Noon Bible Study via Zoom and Rev. Mervin Gallant. 

If you are new to this and would like to join, please contact 

Rev. Mervin via email so that he may send you an email 

“invitation”.     (mervin@stalbertunited.ca) 

 

Scripture Readings for May 31, 2020 

Acts 2: 1-21 

John 7: 37-39 

 

Sunday  Worship with Rev. Deborah Hoekstra via YouTube 

 

Links to videos for services are on the St. Albert United Church website. 

https://stalbertunited.ca/pastoral-support/ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

WEEK AT A GLANCE:  June1 – June 7, 2020 

 

Tuesday Council meeting via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday Noon Bible Study via Zoom and Rev. Mervin Gallant. 

If you are new to this and would like to join, please contact 

Rev. Mervin via email so that he may send you an email 

“invitation”.     (mervin@stalbertunited.ca) 

 

Scripture Readings for June 7, 2020 

Genesis 2: 4b – 22 

Psalm 96 

 

Sunday  Worship with Rev. Deborah Hoekstra via YouTube 

 

Links to videos for services are on the St. Albert United Church website. 

https://stalbertunited.ca/pastoral-support/ 

SAUC Worship Options During COVID-19 

 

1. The “presider notes” for each Sunday’s SAUC worship 

service will be available on the SAUC 

website link https://stalbertunited.ca/ under the “Pastoral Care” 

link https://stalbertunited.ca/pastoral-support/ on the same tab as the 

“COVID 19 News” link https://stalbertunited.ca/covid-19-news/ each 

week. These notes are on the website and include the prayers, hymn 

suggestions, readings, and message of an entire SAUC worship service 

that you can access at any point for personal or family 

meditation/worship. To find services from previous weeks click on the 

Archive link https://stalbertunited.ca/archived-services/ 

 2. If you would like ‘online live’ worship options, here is a link that 

provides other churches who already have ‘streaming’ capabilities that 

have been put together by the national United Church of 

Canada:  https://arcg.is/1TaKqS 

Offering online space for community and worship: 

National resources will be posted on the national United Church page, 

above. For children and youth: The GO Project is offering online 

options. Click here for details. If that link does not work, here is a 

direct link for the daily “Virtual Camps” for a) children and b) 

youth:  https://thegoproject.ca/virtual-camp/ 

A growing national list of worship live streams is available here. 

 3. An option for those who find religious poetry to be a good 

meditative activity. Click on the following link. 

https://www.unfoldinglight.net/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral Care Support for SAUC members and adherents who are 

self isolating: 

1. Please contact our office administrator Laurie Symbaluk 

at office@stalbertunited.ca  to (A) request help in getting 

supplies while in isolation and (B) to volunteer to pick up and 

deliver those supplies. Laurie will coordinate these lists and make 

the connections between those in need of support and the 

volunteer helpers. 
 

2. A “phone tree” has been set up by Church Council with members 

phoning our SAUC family of members and adherents to check in 

as a pastoral concern and to pass along important 

communications from the church community. Please, know you 

can call your “phoner” if you have concerns that the church 

community might be able to address or just to have a chat for 

your personal well being. The “phoners” will let the ministry staff 

know if you would like a personal contact from one of them. If 

you are a member or adherent of St. Albert United Church and 

have not received a phone call, please email our office 

administrator at office@stalbertunited.ca and she will pass your 

contact info on to those coordinating the phone tree. 

 

Council News: May 19, 2020 
 

Yes, your council is meeting! We are all tech savvy and enjoying each 

other’s company on Zoom! 

 

The meeting May 19 focused on our ministry and how to continue to 

serve in the best possible way. We are, of course, much concerned 

about the financial situation we find ourselves in without rental 

revenue and fellowship, but our finance team is being diligent in 

accessing grants and funds available through Government Covid-19 

relief and adjusting the upcoming Budget as best we can.  

 

We are encouraged that so many of our mid-week groups have found 

ways to meet electronically and our Sunday Services can reach many 

of you via your computer. Outreach has found a way to stay active 

and is delivering lunch to the Innercity Pastoral Ministry May 24. Of 

course, as requested, the lunch is in bags. Our Property Committee 

has been busy sprucing up the yard and filling cracks in the parking 

lot, and a plan is in place to repaint the upper hall. We know that 

there are still some we are not reaching, and we are working on a 

strategy for regathering.  

 

A Team has been put in place to deliver a concrete plan with 

necessary guidelines to enable us to meet. We are not expecting a 

rapid opening, as the health and welfare of our congregation is 

paramount, but please be assured we are working to ensure we get 

there as quickly and safely as we can. 

 

As of May 19, plans to hold an Annual Meeting in June, as is our  

tradition, are on hold. The strategy team may come up with an 

alternative to a face to face meeting as decisions need to be made 

before the end of our fiscal year July 1, 2020. An Annual Report will 

be distributed as soon as possible so you will be kept informed. (The 

deadline for contributions for the report to be sent to Laurie at the 

office is June 1, 2020) 

 

Our “Call Tree” should have reached out to you by now. If you have 

not heard from one of our cheery volunteers, please contact the 

office. The Call Tree is the best way to be informed of any decisions 

made by our opening strategy team. Our website is also kept up to 

date. 

 

A plan is being formed for a virtual Vacation Bible School in July. Amy 

will be posting information soon to gauge interest before we proceed. 

 

Council will meet via Zoom again in June (not just for a picnic this 

time). If you have any concerns or comments for Council, please do 

not hesitate to contact Laurie at the office and she will forward your 

message at:  office@stalbertunited.ca 

 



 

“Celebrating New Stages” 
 

Each year at St. Albert United Church we take time in May to 

celebrate and recognize children and youth who are moving on from 

one stage in life to another: Kindergarten  to Grade 1, Grade 3 to 

Grade 4, Grade 6 students who are joining the Youth Group and the 

youth who are graduating from High School. These children and youth 

will be presented with particular gifts: cross, Bible, mug and book. 

Each of these a symbol of celebration and belonging.  

 

This year those gifts will be delivered to each child or youth’s home as 

sadly we are unable to meet in worship at this time. We do hope to 

have a Sunday when we can celebrate and worship together 

recognizing the children, youth, teachers, caregivers and volunteers 

who make the children and Youth Ministry such a vital and important 

part of the life of St. Albert United Church.  

 

Too often, children and youth are seen as the “future of the church”. I 

want to challenge that statement and remind all of us that children and 

youth are the present. They are not afraid: to ask the hard questions; to 

express doubt or search for answers. They are examples of compassion 

and service; they play with enthusiasm and they laugh with abandon.  

This year, seniors wait in anticipation not of walking across the 

platform in cap and gown, but of news about what, if any, 

replacements will be arranged for this important rite of passage. It is 

apparent that young people are trying to cope with feelings of 

disappointment, anger, and sadness. What was meant to be a 

culminating celebration has now become a loss to grieve and process. 

There is stress and sadness all around: seniors are feeling lost, parents 

are devastated alongside them, and schools are scrambling to either 

cancel, postpone, or host graduations virtually.  

Graduation from Senior High School is an important occasion in the 

lives of the graduates, their families, friends, teachers, other school 

staff, and younger students. It is also the beginning of a new phase of 

the students’ lives. For all, it is a “rite of passage” from adolescence to 

greater independence. High School graduation is a time to recognize 

what the graduating students have accomplished and the effort that 

was required to reach this goal.  

 

St. Albert United Church commemorates with George, Glory, Luke 

and Lauren the completion their High School education and the move 

on to the next phase of their life’s journey. Each of you is a valued and 

celebrated member of the faith community. Your service, compassion, 

leadership and faith are an inspiration to the younger children and 

youth of the church. May God bless you as you navigate this new 

direction that you are pursuing. 

  

I encourage you to strengthen connections with adults you admire and 

want to learn from. I invite you to take some time to thank the adults 

who have helped you grow. And if you are comfortable to do so do not 

hesitate to seek out a mentor or two - to assist you in your faith growth 

as well as your chosen path of study and work. Rekindled connections 

with old friends and mentors can become lifelong relationships and a 

community of support for the future. 

And no matter what happens, always remember: 

• You are not going alone into this next season. 

• We aren’t saying goodbye. We are welcoming you into the 

community as an adult. 

• You always belong here. No matter how long you’re away. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Deborah M. Hoekstra 

Congratulations to all our graduating students: 

 
 1 child is moving up from kindergarten to grade 1. 

 2 children are moving up from grade 3 to grade 4.  

 1 child is moving up from grade 6 to grade 7.  

 Last but certainly not least, we have 4 young teenagers 

graduating from high school.  


