
Each year at St. Albert United Church we take time in May to celebrate 

and recognize children and youth who are moving on from one stage in 

life to another: Kindergarten  to Grade 1, Grade 3 to Grade 4, Grade 6 

students who are joining the Youth Group and the youth who are 

graduating from High School. These children and youth will be 

presented with particular gifts: cross, Bible, mug and book. Each of 

these a symbol of celebration and belonging.  

This year those gifts will be delivered to each child’s or youth’s home as 

sadly we are unable to meet in worship at this time. We do hope to have 

Sunday when we can celebrate and worship together recognizing the 

children, youth, teachers, caregivers and volunteers who make the 

children and Youth Ministry such a vital and important part of the life of 

St. Albert United Church.  

Too often, children and youth are seen as the “future of the church”. we 

want to challenge that statement and remind all of us that children and 

youth are the present. They are not afraid: to ask the hard questions; to 

express doubt or search for answers. They are examples of compassion 

and service; they play with enthusiasm and they laugh with abandon.  

This year, high school seniors wait in anticipation not of walking across 

the platform in cap and gown, but of news about what, if any, 

replacements will be arranged for this important rite of passage. It is 

apparent that young people are trying to cope with feelings of 

disappointment, anger, and sadness. What was meant to be a culminating 

celebration has now become a loss to grieve and process. There is stress 

and sadness all around: seniors are feeling lost, parents are devastated 

alongside them, and schools are scrambling to either cancel, postpone, or 

host graduations virtually.  

Graduation from Senior High School is an important occasion in the 

lives of the graduates, their families, friends, teachers, other school staff, 

and younger students.. It is also the beginning of a new phase of the 

students’ lives. For all, it is a “rite of passage” from adolescence to 
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greater independence. High School graduation is a time to recognize 

what the graduating students have accomplished and the effort that was 

required to reach this goal.  

St. Albert United Church commemorate with George, Glory, Luke, 

Lauren and Liam the completion their High School education and the 

move on to the next phase of their life’s journey. Each of you is a valued 

and celebrated member of the faith community. George, Glory, Luke 

and Lauren, your service, compassion, leadership, and faith are an 

inspiration to the younger children and youth of the church. Liam, you 

inspire compassion, inclusion and respect for different abilities. May 

God bless you as you navigate the new direction that you are pursuing.  

We encourage you to strengthen connections with adults you admire and 

want to learn from. We invite you to take some time to thank the adults 

who have helped you grow. And if you are comfortable to do so do not 

hesitate to seek out a mentor or two - to assist you in your faith growth 

as well as your chosen path of study and work. Rekindled connections 

with old friends and mentors can become lifelong relationships and a 

community of support for the future. 

And no matter what happens, always remember: 

 You are not going alone into this next season. 

 We aren’t saying goodbye. We are welcoming you into the 

community as an adult. 

 You always belong here. No matter how long you’re away. 

Blessings in Christ, 

 

Rev. Deborah M. Hoekstra          Rev. Mervin Gallant 

 

 



 

 

 

 


