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The Boy & the Bindi  
The Boy & the Bindi is a 2016 children's picture book by Vivek Shraya and illustrated by Rajni 

Perera. It is about a five-year-old boy’s obsession with his mother's bindi. The red dot commonly 
worn by South Asian women to indicate the point at which creation begins, and wishes to have one of 

his own. Beautifully illustrated with hand paintings, The Boy & the Bindi is a joyful celebration of 
gender and cultural difference. Vivek Shraya, is a Canadian musician, writer, and visual artist. 
Although born in Edmonton, she currently lives in Calgary, Alberta where she is an assistant 

professor in the creative writing program at the University of Calgary. Shraya is currently a director 
on the board of The Tegan and Sara Foundation, which fights for health, economic justice, and 

representation for LGBTQ women. Shraya has also written other books such as God Loves Hair, even 
this page is white, and Subtweet. 

 
Question 1: 

Where is same-sex marriage 
legal? 

Question 2: 
Can animals be gay? 

Question 3: 
What is the Pink Triangle? 

Answer 1: 
People fighting for same-sex 

marriage rights around the world 
have seen global support increase 
in recent years. Australia, Malta, 
and Germany legalized same-sex 

marriage in 2017, and Taiwan 
made history by becoming the 

first government in Asia to 
welcome legislation on marriage 

equality. Ecuador is the latest 
nation to join the fold. This has 

come a long way since 2001 
where the Netherlands became the 
first country to legalize same-sex 

marriages or Canada that legalized 
it 4 years later. There are currently 

only 28 countries that allow 
same-sex couples to marry. 

Answer 2:  
Yes, they can. 

Among the hundreds 
of different kinds of 

animal species 
around the world, 

there are some 
animals that are 

attracted to others of 
the same sex. This 

same-sex attraction is 
seen throughout all 

animal classes. Some 
examples are rams, 
penguins, and even 
Japanese monkeys! 

Answer 3: 
The downward-pointing 

pink triangle was originally 
used as a Nazi concentration 

camp badge to denote 
homosexual men. Triangles 
of various colours were used 
to identify each category of 

undesirables. Yet in the 
post-war years, fear of arrest 
and imprisonment didn’t go 
away. The Nazi law stayed 
in place until a 1969 West 

German law decriminalized 
gay relationships among 

men over 21. By the end of 
the 1970s, the pink triangle 
was adopted as a symbol of 

gay rights protests. 
 

 


